Overview of FCC Narrowband mandate and Deadlines
The FCC mandated that all non-Federal public safety licenses operating 25 kHz (wideband) radio systems in the VHF and UHF bands must migrate to 12.5 kHz (narrowband) channels on or before January 1, 2013. Many local public safety radio systems have not migrated to 12.5 kHz channels yet. With less that two years to coordinate narrowbanding efforts, concerns are growing that many public safety agencies will not meet the dealline.

This upcoming deadline affects ALL FCC-licensed State and Local public safety radio systems. Wideband radio operations will violate FCC regulations beginning in 2013, and agencies not meeting that deadline face the loss of communications capabilities and fines. Agencies should also note that it is highly unlikely that FCC will extend the January 1, 2013 deadline.

The South Dakota Public Safety Communications Council, (SDPSCC), put out a white paper addressing the narrowband issues with suggested timeframes it is on our web site, http://sdpscc.sd.gov/documents.aspx

It is suggested that public safety agencies contact their local vendors for assistance with licenses and equipment inventory.  As the deadline approaches the amount of time required  to get the approved license by FCC increases. The SDPSCC recommends that public agencies don’t delay to meet the requirements of the narrowband mandate.
